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Illinois Section Members Recognized at 2006 Annual Meeting 
 
The following awards were presented on November 16, 2006 at The Signature Room at Seven 
Bridges during this year’s Annual Meeting. 
 
Special Recognition Award was presented to Susan Hix for being an outstanding advocate 
within the Department of Human Services for the value of the camp experience for over 16 
years.  She has been an outstanding partner with ACA and the children of Illinois have bene-
fited from her leadership. 
 
New Professional Award was presented to Daniel “DJ” Newport for all of his work within 
the ACA Illinois Section from being a board member, co-chair of the Education Committee, 
being a part of many of the Young Professional activities and much more.   
 
Program Excellence Award was presented to The Heritage YMCA Group Day Camps for 
demonstrating consistent high quality programming.  Their innovative collaborations with a 
college, high school district, the park district and other community organizations are exemplary.   
 
Honor Award was presented to Dr. Sandra Hupp for her volunteerism, work and contribu-
tions in many ways on behalf of camping, children, college students and colleagues by serving 
as a Standards Visitor Instructor and Visitor, serving as a board member and serving as a men-
tor to many college students. 
 
Distinguished Service Award was presented to Jack Thomas for his efforts for over 35 years 
with the ACA Illinois Section.  Jack has volunteered and contributed to the success of Mid-
States and Summer Fare.  He has also visited many camps to offer free advice about the condi-
tion of facilities giving complimentary consultation from the perspective of an architect...which 
is his other profession.  His continued service with regard to membership, the board of direc-
tors, and his service on the Standards Committee and as a visitor is at the forefront of what 
makes us strong! 
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We’d like to have many members and friends be-
come contributors to our newsletter.  We plan to 
publish an issue for September/October, Novem-
ber/December, January/February, March/April.  
Articles or information will be accepted at any 
time and will be reviewed for publication. 
 
News stories, interviews, helpful resources,  
training/development opportunities, opinion 
pieces, book or articles you’d recommend, etc, 
will be welcome.  We’ll be glad to help you com-
pose your contribution.  Our goal is to provide a 
volunteer written newsletter that communicates 
worthy information in an interesting, readable, 
and timely manner.  If there are topics you would 
like to see in our newsletter, please contact Sa-
brina Hirschfeld at 847-888-7410 or Jill Rudolph 
at 847-742-2169. 
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December News from the National Office 
 
Learning Resources  
 
American Camp Association 2007 National Conference (www.ACAcamps.org/conference)  

Widening the Circle 
February 13-16 
Austin, Texas 
 
Check out the ACA 2007 National Conference Program in Progress! 

Take a look at what is in store for you in Austin (www.acacamps.org/conference/
program.php). We're widening our circle of knowledge by bringing you a blend of experts and 
providing you with a variety of learning formats. 
Visit the National Conference web site (www.ACAcamps.org/conference) and look for informa-
tion in Inside ACA (www.ACAcamps.org/inside) and in November/December Camping Maga-
zine and the October ACA’s Resource Flyer. 

 
ACA Training Events  

ACA Basic Camp Directors Course (BCDC)  
March 10-14, 2007 
Potosi Pines Camp & Conference Center—Las Vegas, NV 
 
April 15- 19, 2007 
Camp Henry Horner—Ingleside, IL 

 
Registration is available online (www.acacamps.org/csv.cgi?data=bcdc.csv&template=bcdc.htm). You'll need to 
choose the specific geographic course you would like in order to get the registration form. 
 
Business Resources 
 
ACA Connect and ACA Purchase Power—New Programs for Camps��

ACA Connect 
ACA has established a program to connect camps and companies with appropriate, ACA pre-screened 
free products. ACA is regularly contacted by companies and corporations that have materials, products, 
and other resources available for camps FREE of charge. Some of the products are:  

food items  
games  
arts and crafts supplies  
posters  
sports equipment  
educational materials  

 
ACA Purchase Power 

ACA is beginning the process of negotiating directly with manufacturers of products regularly used by 
camps such as boat makers, paper/office supplies, tennis balls, basketballs, life preservers, etc.  By com-
bining our purchasing power, ACA camps could realize huge bulk pricing . . . 10,000 case (combined 
purchase power) pricing on copy paper as opposed to 5 case (individual camp purchase power) pricing. 
We need your input on this potential savings program ……. We want your opinion on the potential for 
these programs.  

 Take this brief survey (http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=820382530052)and tell us what equip-
ment or materials your camp would be interested in receiving as part of these programs. Taking the survey 
does NOT obligate you or your camp to the new ACA Connect program.  ACA Connect will be a permis-
sion-based program that your camp will sign up for when the program is initiated . . . . Watch for more 
details. 
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Camp Kupugani debuts June 2007 
Kevin and Natasha Gordon own and operate a multicultural residential summer camp for girls.  We are in Leaf 
River, Illinois (less than two hours west of Chicago), having assumed ownership of Camp White Eagle, which has 
provided a wonderful environment for campers for 55 years.  It comprises almost 120 acres of nature's finest: in-
cluding woods, trails, a swimming pool, rock climbing walls, game fields, and a 5-acre lake for swimming, water 
games, and almost a mile of canoeing through the property.  Our extensive experience with camps, as teachers and 
entertainers of children will serve us well as we embark on our new life venture. 
 
Our camp will focus on diversity and communication skills in a fun atmosphere.  Girls from eight to twelve will 
have a fun, challenging two-week camp experience, including activities like rock climbing, river walking, canoe-
ing, playing under waterfalls, night hikes under the stars, and special team building activities and games so that fun 
and personal growth coincide.  We will be intentional in developing the girls' social and emotional intelligence. 

The program will be known as Kupugani� a Zulu concept meaning "to raise oneself up."  At Kupugani, we will 
expose children of varied backgrounds and ethnicities to each other; living, playing, and working together are the 
best teachers of instilling bonds of friendship and trust. 

We will offer girls between the ages of eight and twelve a challenging two-week experience within our camp's 
multicultural atmosphere.  The program will provide them with a life-altering experience that challenges their as-
sumptions and helps them develop effective and lifelong interpersonal communication tools. 

Kupugani will enhance children's social growth through the exploration of inter-cultural issues, while simultane-
ously fostering friendship and teamwork.  Campers will be physically challenged and enjoy unparalleled artistic 
opportunities.  Inter-cultural understanding will be furthered by the overall camp mission, specifically reinforced 
by positive interaction and team building during normal activity periods, special activities emphasizing interactive 
cultural themes, and everyday cabin life supervised by attentive counselors. 

Our daily schedule will provide a framework in which the children can be comfortable with structured programs, 
yet also individualize their schedules.  There will be morning and afternoon sessions where campers will partici-
pate in a wide range of activities, including arts and crafts, drama, outdoor camping, on- and off-site canoeing, 
biking, swimming, campfires, archery, team sports, hiking, rock climbing, nature skills, river walking, and team 
building.  Each week, we will also have special activities and interactive games, all designed to encourage every-
one to play together and learn from each other. 

Family Camp starts August 2007 

In addition to Kupugani, we will be instituting two "post-camp" sessions, where entire families and/or groups of 
friends enjoy a week's stay at camp, and interact with other families and friends in a fun, informal vacation setting. 
Families and friends will enjoy the full run of the camp facilities and programming specially geared toward allow-
ing both adults and children of all ages to have a blast at camp. 

Group retreats / team building 

We will also use the camp facilities as a year-round retreat for groups for team building sessions or just relaxing 
getaways. 

For more information about Camp Kupugani, feel free to call 1-866-471-4616 or check out their website at 
www.campkupugani.com. 
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New Standards Guides Available 

 
  

 
The ACA IL office has received the shipment of the NEW ACA Accredita-
tion Process Guide.  It is now in a 3-ring binder and comes with a resource 
CD.   All camps due for a 2007 Visit plus camps due in 2008 and 2009, and 
all Visitors can request their copy NOW.  Look for a memo and order form 
in January.  The memo will also list all Update Courses for Camp Directors 
and Visitors.  Please contact the office if you cannot wait to get a head start 
on the standards. 

More National Amercian Camp Association News  
 
PROTECTScreen 

ACA is pleased to announce the commencement of our partnership with the FBI that will allow camps to 
receive $18 Criminal Background Checks on volunteers in less than one week!  All the information and 
materials you need to get started on this program can be found online at: www.ACAcamps.org/
publicpolicy  
 

New Online Tools to Promote the Value of ACA Accreditation 
ACA has developed talking points and a PowerPoint® presentation (www.acacamps.org/accreditation/
talking_points.php) to help you share the message with parents and the public about the benefits of the 
camp experience and the importance of ACA accreditation.  These are available for download online.  
The talking points are in an online, Web version and in PDF format.  

 
Share the Message About ACA Accreditation  

We encourage you to take advantage of all the online ACA Accreditation Marketing Tools (http://
www.acacamps.org/accreditation/marketing.php) to display your camp's ACA-accreditation logo proudly 
and properly!  Click on "Share the Message" for your online resource for accreditation marketing. 
 
From proper logo use, press releases, and key messages to links to ACA's parent information site, 
www.CampParents.org , and more, find out everything you need to know about accreditation at 
www.ACAcamps.org/accreditation. 

 
Stand Up and Be Counted . . . There’s Still Time 

On October 19 the first-ever CAMPaign ’07 Phone-A-Thon was held and raised nearly $25,000 to the 
total of $3.5 million raised so far!  Didn’t get called?  Still want to show your support?  You can add your 
name to the list of donors to CAMPaign ’07 by donating online (https://www.acacamps.org/campaign/
pledgeform.php).  Plans are to celebrate our success at the conference in Austin.  Don’t be left out!  

 



 

 

 

ACA-Illinois Section 
Committee Chairs: 
 
Awards    
Sue Rochlis   (312) 726-8891 
 
Complaint Resolution 
Vacant 
 
Education 

Sandra Thompson  (815) 459-0680 
DJ Newport  (309) 365-8021 
 
Executive 
Mark Burkhurdt    (773) 380-2556 
 
Finance 
Stefan Teodosic   (847) 498-1441 
 
Fund Raising  
Vacant 
 
Grants & Funds 
Vacant 
 
 
Mid States Program (Illinois) 
Dayna Hardin   (847) 242-0009 

MAIC Liaison &  
Mid States Representative 
Marcy Brower, CCD (847) 491-0640 
 
Membership 
Vacant 
 
 
Mid States Program (Illinois) 
Dayna Hardin   (847) 242-0009 
Catherine Curry   (312) 582-6082 
 
Newsletter Editors 
Sabrina Hirschfeld  (847) 888-7410 
Jill Rudolph    (847) 742-2169 
 
Nominating  
Susan Rochlis    (312) 726-8891x110 
 
Public Awareness 
Dayna Hardin   (847) 242-0009 
David Lira Leveron (312) 226-6380 
 
Public Policy 
Vacant 
 

Standards 
David Thoensen  (847) 634-3168 
 

 
 

 

From all of us at the 
ACA Illinois Section 
Office, We wish you 
and your family a 

very safe and 
Happy Holiday 

Season! 


